

















FME 2008 Sneak Peek

The Safe development team is just putting
the final touches on FME 2008 and, it's full
of great functionality! Here's a sneak peek
at some of the headlines you'll see next year

when we launch FME 2008:

“FME Goes 3 Dimensional”
FME 2008 adds support for 3D Building
Information Model (BIM) formats such as IFC
and CityGML. To get a glimpse at how you
will be able to use FME 2008 to take your
projects to the third dimension, check out
the preview videos at www.safe.com/3D;
these videos showcase FME 2008 working
with IFC, and Oracle® Spatial 11g 3D, ESRI
Geodatabase, Adobe® Acrobat® and ESRI
ArcScene.

“The FME Family Grows”

FME Server will make its long-awaited debut
in 2008. Complete with powerful processing
capabilities and seamless integration with
FME Desktop and web services, FME Server
promises to make it easier than ever to
share both spatial data and the spatial ETL
capabilities of the FME platform. With its
scalable, Service Oriented Architecture (SOA),
FME Server is built for growth.

FME Desktop is also being updated for FME
2008 so that it works seamlessly with FME

Server. Check out the latest beta of FME
Desktop at www.safe.com/beta and the
new “Web Services” transformer category
in Workbench. These transformers make
accessing web pages and web services from
within a workspace fast and easy.

“FME Befriends JSON"

FME 2008 expands its ability to read data
directly from the web by adding support for
both JSON and GeoJSON. Soon FME users
will be able to read and write generic JSON
objects. They will also be able to read and
write geographical data encoded with JSON
according to the GeoJSON specification.

“FME Becomes a Raster

Master”

Working toward its black belt in raster, FME
adds several new transformers in the 2008
release, including:

A RasterPyramider that creates a series of
pyramid levels for each input raster feature by
resampling input rasters to various different
resolutions

A VirtualEarthTiler that creates a series
of image tiles for overlaying in Microsoft®
Virtual Earth™ by resampling rasters to
various resolutions and then splitting them
into tiles.

Safe in the News

From “expanded support for European GIS
formats” to “creating a bridge between
proprietary and open source systems” and
“map features made easy,” Safe is making
headlines! You can read the latest press at
www.safe.com/pressroom.

New Corporate Brochure
Looking for a better way to explain spatial
ETL and FME to your poker buddies? Look no
more. We are pleased to unveil our very first
corporate brochure. It's a great resource to
learn more about spatial ETL, our solutions,
and why Safe is so unique. Download your
copy at www.safe.comy/brochure.pdf.

Self Study Modules: Make Tackling Common Tasks Easy

Do you want to take your FME skills to the next level, but never
seem to find the time for training? We're pleased to offer a new
skill development resource that should accommodate even the
busiest schedule — a package of thirteen self-study modules that
will allow you to set your own pace of instruction as you work your
way towards proficiency with FME.

Available for download from our website as one complete package,
the thirteen modules cover topics that range from foundational
concepts to complex data transformations, as well as specific
applications of FME. These applications include manipulating
rasters, generating KML for use in Google Earth™, and importing and
exporting Smallworld data.

Mark Ireland, head of Product Training at Safe Software and the
primary author of the modules, describes our motivation for offering
these modules for free: “Many of our clients recognize that they
are only using a fraction of FME's capabilities. At the same time
though, they don't have the luxury of attending an in-depth FME
training course. Other more experienced users need resource
material that helps them accomplish complex data processing tasks.
We've endeavored to meet the needs of both groups by offering the
modaules as a tool that they can draw on as needed, or work through
step by step as their other work priorities allow.”

Interested readers can download the full set of FME self-study
modules from www.safe.com/studymodules.



FME Training Updates
The 2008 FME Training schedule is now
posted at www.safe.comy/trainingschedule.
Plus, for Google Earth enthusiasts, we've
added a KML training module to our
Extended FME Training course. For more
details on this course and others, visit
www.safe.com/FMEtraining.

Did You Know?

Did you know Safe Software has a voice in
the blogosphere?

Add www.spatial-etl. blogspot.com to your
web feed service to keep up-to-date with
industry insights provided by Don, Dale and
other Safers. You can have your say too, by
posting your comments to Safe’s blog.

About Safe Software
Established in 1993, Safe Software is the
maker of FME, the only true spatial ETL
(Extract, Transform and Load) platform
that enables organizations to seamlessly
extract, translate, transform, integrate and
distribute spatial data in over 190 GIS,
CAD, raster and database formats. FME is
used in over 116 countries by a multitude
of industries with spatial/location data as-
sets, including all levels of government, the
utilities sector, transportation and resource
industries such as mining, oil and gas, and
forestry, to name a few.
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Safe Certifies Top FME Experts

In the past, we've called them by various
names: FME enthusiasts, FME experts,
valued players. These are all terms we've
used to identify an elite group of FME
consultants and trainers who have gained
a thorough knowledge of FME's extensive
capabilities. This experience is enabling
these experts to provide a superior quality
of consulting services and FME training.

In recognition of this group’s commitment
to our products, Safe recently launched its

first ever FME Certification Program. Two
designations are available within the
program: FME Certified Professional and
FME Certified Trainer. To learn more about
this program, visit www.safe.com/cert.

More than 50 FME experts across the globe
have received accreditation. To assist FME
customers in identifying the best FME
experts in their market, a list of certified
FME trainers and consultants is posted at
www.safe.com/cert.

Chief Operating Officer: Robert McMillin
Joined Safe in Summer 2007

What is your primary role?

My main focus is to help Safe to keep doing the great things that have made the company
so successful. We're facing a period of tremendous growth as the business world develops
its appetite for “spatial enablement.” We want to keep the unique Safe culture alive, and
in a growing organization, this means introducing essential communication, support and

business processes.

What did you do before joining Safe?

I was the Director of Professional Services at MDSI Mobile Data Solutions. Prior to that, |
worked at MacDonald, Dettwiler and Associates (MDA) as a Photogrammetrist and Quality
Assurance Engineer. In fact, Safe co-founder Dale Lutz and | worked together at MDA in

1992.

What is your education background?

I have a Bachelors Degree in Asian Studies and

Political Science from Saint Mary’s University
(Nova Scotia, Canada) and a Diploma in

Survey Engineering (Photogrammetry) from the

British Columbia Institute of Technology.

What do you do in your free time?

I am a military history enthusiast and an avid collector of

military medals and ephemera. | also love classic cars. '

What is a fun fact about you?

I grew up in a naval family and was christened on the HMCS
Magnificent, Canada’s first aircraft carrier. Anyone christened on

board had their name engraved inside the ship’s bell. The ship is

long gone, but the bell and I are still around.
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